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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Cabinet Decisions 
 

Tuesday, 16th February 2016 
 
 
PRESENT: Councillor S.E. Ralphs (Chair) 

 
Councillors, M. Bowen, A.S. Forrester, D.A. Hall,  
B. Johnson and E. Wain 

 
 
 

53. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19TH JANUARY 2016  
  

  The Minutes of the above Meeting were approved.  
 
 
54. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST                                                                            

  
  

Agenda Item 
Members Declaring 

Interest 
Nature of Interest 

Agenda Item 11.1 Designation 
of the Neighbourhood Areas 
for Brown Edge Parish 
Council, Biddulph Town 
Council and Checkley Parish 
Council 

Cllr. Hall 
Other Interest 

Member of Biddulph 
Town Council 

 
 

55. FORWARD PLAN   
 
DECISION: That the Forward Plan for the period February to April 2016 be 

approved for publication. 
 
 

56. THIRD QUARTER PERFORMANCE AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 2015/16 
 
 The purpose of this report was to inform members of the Council’s 
overall performance and financial position for the period ended 31st December 
2015 (“Third Quarter 2015/16”) and sought to agree a set of actions to address 
the issues identified in the report.  The position was summarised as follows: 
 

Subject Headline Reference 

Performance The performance headlines for the Third Quarter were: 

• 69% of the key performance indicators were ‘on track’ to meet 
their target;  

• Of the 18 Priority Actions within the Corporate Plan, four were 
rated ‘Amber’, the remainder were classified as ‘Green’; and 

• The Council received 65 complaints, 53 comments and 39 

Appendix A 
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Subject Headline Reference 

compliments in the Third Quarter. 90% of complaints were 
responded to within 10 Days with 61% satisfaction with the 
way complaints were handled.  
 

 
General Fund  The General Fund budget for 2015/16 was projected to under 

spend by £512,170. 
 
The overall efficiency target was £970,740 for 2015/16, together 
with the £90,920 of unachieved savings rolled forward from 
2014/15.  At this stage, it was anticipated that there would be a 
draw on the earmarked reserve set up specifically to offset some 
of the one-off and short-term costs arising out of the Efficiency 
Programme. 
 

Appendix B 
Sections 2 

and 3 

Capital 
Programme 

The Capital Programme budget for 2015/16 was £9.178million 
following the carry forward of capital underspends from 2014/15. 
 
The projected outturn was £2,435,540 which represents an 
underspend of £6,742,170 (the majority relating to £6 million 
drawdown of the Ascent loan – which was not likely to be required 
during 2015/16; and £680,910 relating to slippage on the Asset 
Management Plan).   
 

Appendix B 
Section 4 

and Annex 
A 
 

Treasury 
Management 
 

Cash investments held at 31st December 2015 totalled £15 
million. 
 
The Ascent loan and debenture stood at £14 million. 
 
Council borrowing at 31st December 2015 totalled £16 million 
(£14 million of which related to the Ascent loan). 
 
The Council’s net interest receipts budget was projected to be 
exceeded by £133,200 at the Third Quarter stage. 
  

Appendix B 
Section 5 

Revenue 
Collection 

85.2% of Council Tax due for 2015/16 was collected by 31st 
December 2015 compared to 85.5% at the same stage in 
2014/15. 
 

81.6% of Business Rates due for 2015/16 was collected by 31st 
December 2015 compared to 83.6 % at the same stage in 
2014/15 (expected to equalise over the remainder of the year – 
see main report). 
 
At 31st December 2015 the value of sundry debt over 60 days old 
was £297,897. 
 

Appendix B 
Section 6 

Creditor 
Payments 

The Council paid 92.93% of its invoices within 30 days during the 
year, with 71.90% paid within 10 days. 

 

Appendix B 
Section 7 

 
Options Considered: 
 
 Detailed Analysis was contained within the main body of the report. 
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DECISION:  (a) That the Third Quarter 2015/16 performance and 

financial position detailed in Appendices A and B and 
summarised at 3.3 of the covering report be noted. 

 
(b) That the updated position against the approved Action 

Plan for the Second Quarter (Appendix C) be noted. 
  
(c) That the actions detailed in Appendix D which have 

been identified to address the performance and 
financial issues highlighted in the report be noted. 

 
 

57. 2016/17 BUDGET & UPDATED MEDIUM-TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2016/17 – 
2019/20 
 
 The purpose of the report was to present the proposed Budget for 
2016/17, updated Medium-Term Financial Plan 2016/17 – 2019/20 and 
proposed Fees and Charges for 2016/17.  
 
Options Considered: 
 
 The report was a statement of fact. As such there were no options to 
consider. 
 
DECISION: That the COUNCIL BE RECOMMENDED as follows: 
 
  (a) Approve the General Fund Budget for 2016/17 as 

detailed in Appendix A (section 8); 
 
(b) Approve the revised Medium-Term Financial Plan 

(2016/17 to 2019/20) as detailed in Appendix A, 
including the revised Capital Programme (attached at 
Annex A); 

 
(c) Approve the proposed Fees and Charges for 2016/17 

as detailed in Appendix B; 
 
(d) Approve a Band D Council Tax of £139.53 for 2016/17 

(unchanged from 2015/16); 
 
(e) Approve a Band D Council Tax of £48.14 for Leek and 

£9.68 for Biddulph for 2016/17 (unchanged from 
2015/16) in respect of Special District Expenses; 

 
(f) Note the Chief Finance Officer's view that the level of 

reserves are adequate for the Council based on this 
budget and the circumstances in place at the time of 
preparing it (Appendix A section 7). 
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58. REVIEW OF WASTE COLLECTION AND STREET CLEANSING SERVICE 
DELIVERY MODEL 
 
 The purpose of the report was to agree the process for developing joint 
operating arrangements with High Peak Borough Council (HPBC) for waste 
collection and street cleansing 
 
Options Considered: 
 

Four options had been identified for the future delivery of waste 
collection and street cleansing services. The action proposed in the report 
would ensure that these options were explored in detail before a final decision 
can be made.     
 
DECISION: (a) That the findings of the high level strategic options 

 assessment undertaken by Grant Thornton as 
 summarised in section 8 be noted. 

 
 (b) That the work that is being undertaken to explore further 

 collaboration with Cheshire East Council be noted. 
 
 (c) That the decision to issue a Public Information Notice 

 (PIN) to enable market testing of the Council’s waste 
 collection and street cleansing services to be 
 undertaken in conjunction with High Peak BC be 
 approved. 
(d) That the commencement of the review of the waste 

collection methodology and the vehicle fleet 
arrangements be noted. 

 
(e) That the timeline as detailed in Appendix 1 of the report 

be noted. 
 

59. HERITAGE LOTTERY FUNDING FOR BROUGH PARK, LEEK 
 

 The report provided an update on the progress made to develop a Parks 
for People (Heritage/BIG Lottery) funding bid for Brough Park. 
 
Options Considered: 
 
 The programme of work had captured the aspirations of a wide range of 
Brough Park stakeholders. This work had been positive in raising awareness of 
the potential to access significant external funding for improvements and future 
development of the park. 

 
 Feedback received from the HLF had indicated that further work would 
be required to ensure the Council’s greatest chance of success. This work 
would need to be carefully managed to achieve a balance between the Heritage 
Lottery’s’ underlying strategy for conserving and recognising heritage value 
against the desire for future development of the park. 
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 The HLF had advised that in view of the additional work it would be 
advisable to delay the submission until September 2016 from the originally 
anticipated February 2016 potential submission date. 
 
DECISION:  That the report and its contents be noted.  
 

60. HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION EXPENDITURE UPDATE 
 
 The report sought to inform the Cabinet of the expenditure of the 
Homelessness Prevention Budget 2016/17. 
 
Options Considered: 
 
Option 1 - Proceed with the recommendation and approve the use of the 
Homelessness Prevention Budget to provide priority services for vulnerable 
households threatened with homelessness. 
 
Option 2 - Reject the recommendation. Members could decide not to progress 
the proposals however this would result in a reduction in provision of frontline 
services providing homelessness prevention support to vulnerable households. 
 
DECISION:  That the Homelessness Prevention Budget distribution for 

2016/17 be noted. 

 
61. DESIGNATION OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AREAS FOR BROWN EDGE 

PARISH COUNCIL, BIDDULPH TOWN COUNCIL AND CHECKLEY PARISH 
COUNCIL 
 
 The report advised Cabinet of responses received to the public 
consultation held on designation of the parish boundaries of Brown Edge, 
Biddulph and Checkley as Neighbourhood Areas for the purposes of preparing 
a Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 
Options Considered: 
 
1. Cabinet approves designation of each of Brown Edge parish; Biddulph 

parish and Checkley parish as a Neighbourhood Area.  (This would 
enable the Town and Parish Councils to continue work on preparation of 
a Neighbourhood Development Plan.)  Recommended. 

 

2. Cabinet recommends amending the boundary of one or more of the 
proposed Neighbourhood Areas.  (In a parished area a local planning 
authority is required to have regard to the desirability of designating the 
whole of the area of a parish or town council as a neighbourhood area. 
Requiring amendments would need to be justified and this was likely to 
delay preparation work on a Neighbourhood Plan.)  Not recommended. 

 
3. Cabinet refuses to designate one or more of the parishes of Brown Edge, 

Biddulph and Checkley as a Neighbourhood Area. (If Councillors were 
minded to refuse designation, a reasoned justification must be published.  
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Refusal was likely to prevent further preparation work on a Plan.)  Not 
recommended. 

 
DECISION:  (a) That the consultation responses received relating to 

designation of the parish boundaries of Brown Edge, 
Biddulph and Checkley as Neighbourhood Areas be 
considered. 

 
(b) That the designation of the parish boundaries of 

Brown Edge, Biddulph and Checkley as 
Neighbourhood Areas be approved.  

 
62. GOVERNMENT CONSULTATIONS ON PLANNING POLICY 
 

 The report informed Councillors of two Government consultations which 
were likely to have an impact on the Council’s emerging planning policy 
framework, the calculation of New Homes Bonus, and the timescale for the 
Local Plan. The purpose of the Government’s proposed changes was to 
improve the delivery of housing. 
 
Options Considered: 
 
Option 1: To respond to the consultation. Recommended.  The consultation did 
not fully reflect the specific issues that are relevant to rural areas with market 
towns such as Staffordshire Moorlands. Accordingly it was recommended that 
the Council responds to the consultations.  
 
Option 2: To not respond to the consultation. Not recommended. It was likely 
that the Local Government Association and/or the District Council Network 
would respond to the consultation. However these consultations may not fully 
reflect the specific issues faced by Staffordshire Moorlands. Accordingly a 
detailed, bespoke response was recommended.  
 
DECISION:  That the proposed response to the consultations as set out in 

appendix 3 of the report be approved. 
 
 

63. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) PREPARATION 
 

 The report outlined the background and requirements relating to the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and actions required should the Council 
decide to consider the merits of progressing CIL further. 
 
Options Considered: 
 
Option 1 – (recommended). It was recommended that the case for progressing 
with CIL be considered again following the receipt of the new evidence. This 
would ensure that any decision would be based upon an up to date assessment 
of viability and infrastructure needs.  
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Option 2 – (not recommended). This option related to a decision being taken by 
the Council on the merits of CIL prior to new evidence. This option was not 
recommended as it would not provide Councillors with the opportunity to make 
a fully informed decision.  
 
DECISION:  (a) That the CIL procedures, evidence gathered to date 

 and potential issues for the adoption of a Charging 
 Schedule in Staffordshire Moorlands be noted.  

 
(b) That the merits of progressing with CIL be considered 

again following the completion of the Development 
Capacity, Viability and CIL Study. 

 
64. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  

 
RESOLVED  - That, pursuant to Section 100A(2) and (4) of the Local 

Government Act, 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting 
in view of the nature of the business to be transacted or the 
nature of the proceedings whereby it is likely that confidential 
information as defined in Section 100A (3) of the Act would be 
disclosed to the public in breach of the obligation of confidence 
or exempt information as defined in Section 100 I (1)  of Part 1 
of Schedule 12A of the Act would be disclosed to the public by 
virtue of the Paragraphs indicated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Chair   Date 
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SUMMARY OF EXEMPT ITEM 
 
LONDON MILL – OPTION AGREEMENT 
(Paragraph 3 - Financial or business affairs of any particular person & 
Paragraph 5 - Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional 
privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings.) 

 

The Cabinet approved the purchase of an Option Agreement (including 
associated costs) and for officers to submit and fund a planning application for 
London Mill, Ashbourne Road, Leek.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


